Bradenton Police Department
Gang Unit Officer Receives
Award as Gang Investigator
of the Year for Tampa Bay
BRADENTON, Florida [NMT] -- Bradenton Police Department Gang Unit Officer Ben Pieper has been awarded the Gang Investigator of the Year award by the Florida Gang Investigators Association and the Multi Agency Gang Task Force (MAGTF) – Tampa Bay area . Officer Pieper was nominated by Doug Bieniek who is a Major Crimes Investigator with State Attorney's Office in Hillsborough County and the Multi Agency Gang Task Force – Tampa Bay area. 
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Above, BPD Gang Unit Officer Ben Pieper
Every year the Florida Gang Investigator’s Association asks their members to nominate an individual for the Gang Investigator’s Investigator of the year, for the Gang Unit of the year, and for other awards. The Multi Agency gang task force also has a separate award ceremony that awards the individuals that they feel contributed the most to the MAGTF. Ben Pieper has been an intricate component of the MAGTF for several years. He has become a very seasoned gang investigator and still is very enthused with gang investigations. Officer have all worked close with Pieper and when he sees a gang member that he wants to talk to, you can see him become excited and cannot wait to talk to this individual. Bieniek said he has watched Pieper approach and talk to people; he has fantastic interview skills, as he is able to stand and talk to gang members and get information that others cannot. 
One such incident occurred at the State Fair this last year. Pieper observed a Blood gang member and approached the individual and began talking to him. Pieper then placed the individual in a State database. Later in the year he responded to a triple homicide. The names of the victims naturally were run in databases. An individual who Pieper talked to at the State Fair was one of the homicide victims and Pieper had entered him into the State gang database. Now they knew they were dealing with a gang-involved homicide. Pieper remembered speaking to the individual at the fair and was able to recall their conversation. This assisted in the investigation. Several arrests have been made and the investigation continues.
Last year, Detective R. Mateo, a member of the MAGTF had an idea after listening to a taped conversation of some people talking about killing another gang member. Several officers, including Pieper, met to put together an intermediate class for the Florida Gang Investigator’s association. Pieper took this idea and ran with it. He made photographs of gang members, he designed and manufactured a graffiti wall, and he found a dummy and clothing to dress the class's homicide victim. He put together all the stations in the class. The class was tested in Haines City. Pieper was one of the instructors and was able to share his knowledge with the class. Students commented in very positive ways. Most said it was the best Law Enforcement class they have taken.
Pieper also put together a class on music and the gang culture. The class was very well received at the gang conference and he has become an F.G.I.A. instructor.
Pieper is a dedicated Police Officer and is always ready to help. All the people in MAGTF say that Pieper will give you the shirt off his back. 
Doug Bieniek, Major Crimes Investigator for the State Attorney's Office in Hillsborough County said, "I was proud to nominate Pieper for Gang Investigator of the year both for the Florida Gang Investigator’s Association and for MAGTF; he received well-deserved awards."
